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The CHANCE network disappointed by the ruling of the Frankfurt Court of Justice
The CHANCE network - Civil Hub Against organised Crime in Europe - promoted by Libera, mafianeindanke, Eine Welt Leipzig and many other partner organizations across Europe, is deeply disappointed by the decision of the Frankfurt District Court of Justice.
Just two months after the celebration for the "Falcone resolution" proclaimed at the conclusion of the Conference of States adhering to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organised Crime in Vienna, it is sad to read the pages of this court ruling.
The trial saw Maria Falcone, Giovanni Falcone's sister, and the Falcone Foundation in court against the “Falcone & Borsellino” pizzeria in Frankfurt, with the request to remove the name and brand from any type of advertising material. The pizzeria also combines the image of the judges with that of Marlon Brando in "The Godfather". The Frankfurt judges - despite recognizing in their ruling the work and great courage of Giovanni Falcone as a magistrate - did not consider these to be sufficient reasons to fully protect his name in German territory. The court, in fact, stated that the name "Falcone" is not widely known and connected to the figure of the magistrate in Germany, given the temporal distance from his murder. Furthermore, a distinction is assumed between an expert public "of prosecutors and criminologists" who would know, even in Germany, the importance of Falcone, and the relevant public of the decision, which instead includes - according to the judges - the "people who attend restaurants ”, alluding to the lack of knowledge of the latter.
This decision in no way contributes to combating mafia stereotypes, which are very common and dangerous outside the Italian borders, because they carry a misleading image of what mafias are and what danger they represent for a free and fair society.
On this occasion, the judges would have had the opportunity to support the democratic forces, entering more deeply into the merits of the issue and not limiting themselves only to the mere application of the law.
With the ruling of the Frankfurt Court, it also emerges that the memory that is preserved and protected in Italy cannot be protected in Germany under the current laws - and widely recognised figures such as judges Giovanni Falcone and Paolo Borsellino can thus become the object of abuse and mockery.
As a European CHANCE network we are increasingly convinced of the importance of building a common European memory of the victims of organised crime and mafias. It is essential to continue the awareness-raising and information work also in Europe, only by doing so,  decisions like the one taken in Germany would, in the future, take into account the serious cultural damage they could cause. 
